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Schools Out for Summer
Mark your calendars for our outdoor movie 
night on Friday, June 2nd, at our head-
quarters in Brandon! Keep an eye on our 
Facebook page for the announcement of 
which movie we’ll be playing! 

The movie will start at sundown and admis-
sion is free. Concessions will also be avail-
able with funds raised to support Little Peeps  
Family Daycare. Remember to bring your 
own chair or blanket. 

Let’s Celebrate with an Outdoor Movie!



Spring Burning Season

Our metal cabinets  
contain wires with  
plastic sheathing that  
can melt and cause  
considerable damage  
under extreme  
heat.

Business Profile

Gardonville has equipment installed in many of the road 
ditches in portions of Douglas and Grant County. If you are 
considering burning a road ditch that has telephone equip-
ment and/or markers installed (similar to the picture on the 
right) please call us at (320) 834-5151 so we can keep our 
equipment out of harm’s way. 

If you’re unsure the equipment belongs to Gardonville, 
please call us anyway! By keeping our equipment in tip-top 
shape, we can ensure your services remain reliable and go 
uninterrupted.

LivingTree Massage and Bodywork
At LivingTree Massage and Bodywork, they believe through 
the practice of massage and energy work, clients can heal 
their bodies and bring balance to their lives. 

Michelle Lehn, owner and certified massage therapist, had 
always been fascinated with the body and natural healing. 
She spent years remodeling convienience stores, until one 
day she realized it was time for a change. She graduated 
from Sister Rosalind Gefre School of Massage in October of 
2004 and received her Certification of Reiki Master in 2009. 
After practicing alongside a chiropractor for 10 years, she 
ventured out on her own and started LivingTree Massage 
and Bodywork.

LivingTree’s team of therapists offer services beyond 
massage including cupping, energy work, detoxing, re-
flexology and more. Find a complete list of their services  
at livingtreemassage.com.

In 2020, LivingTree expanded their office and opened “The 
Grove.” This additional space offers the community a calm-
ing environment for people to slow down and find connec-
tion with others. They offer weekly classes including Pilates, 
Barre, Prenatal Yoga, Chair Yoga, Trauma Release and more.   
The classes are meant for all age groups and beginner to 
advanced skill levels. The Grove is also used for education 
and presentations of other local natural healing options.

Schedule an appointment or sign up for classes online at 
livingtreemassage.com, or call 320-759-1448. Their office is 
located at 303 22nd Ave W Ste. 103, Alexandria, MN.
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Please Call Us Before You Burn a Ditch

“I credit Michelle as 
part of my care team 

for my low back 
problems, migraines,  

radiculopathy,  
fibromyalgia and 

chronic pain.”

- Heidi S.



   

Our offices will be closed on 
Monday, May 29th in recogni-
tion of Memorial Day. 

Office Closed

Brandon Car Show
Live music, food trucks, beer garden, 
root beer floats, vintage tractors and 
70+ cars on display! The Brandon Car 
Show is presented by Gardonville and 
the Brandon Community Club and 
hosted at Gardonville’s headquarters 
800 Central Ave, N, Brandon, MN. Ad-
mission is free and open to the public!

Register your car or tractor at: 
www.gctel.com/brandoncarshow 

Trap Gophers. Earn Cash.
Gophers. They might look harmless, 
but did you know they cause exten-
sive and expensive damage to buried 
fiber-optic cable? A gopher chew cut 
costs upwards of $20,000 and 15-24 
hours to repair. You can help reduce 
the amount of service interrupting 
gopher cuts by trapping them, and 
earn an average of $7 per gopher 
through our Gopher Bounty Match 
Program!

To qualify, gophers must be caught in 
our cooperative service area. Eligible 
townships include: Brandon, Erdahl, 
Elk Lake, Evansville, Ida, LaGrand, Leaf 
Valley, Lund, Millerville, Moe, Pelican 
Lake and Urness.

Learn more at www.gctel.com/gopher-bounty-match-program

Curious about where we’re 
building fiber-optic networks 
this year? All of our current fiber 
construction projects are listed 
on our blog. Scan the QR code 
below to check it out!  

Fiber-Optic 
Construction  
Season Begins!Join us on Thursday, August 3, 2023

In April, Gardonville mailed out capi-
tal credit checks to our cooperative 
members. This money was allocated 
to our members based on the servic-
es they had in 2000. 

Capital credits are just one of the 
benefits of choosing to purchase 
services from your local cooperative. 
Cooperatives, like Gardonville, ben-
efit the economy of the communities 

they serve by returning revenues gen-
erated by the cooperative back to their 
members, rather than shareholders. 

If you live in the communities of Gar-
field, Brandon, Evansville or Millerville 
and subscribe to certain services, you 
automatically become a member of our 
cooperative! 

Thank you for choosing Gardonville!

Capital Credit Checks
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Before You Dig
If you’re planning to dig, even if 
it’s a shallow hole to plant a tree, 
contact Gopher State One Call 
first. Simply call 8-1-1 or submit 
an online ticket at least 48 hours 
before starting your project to get 
your underground facility lines 
marked. This will keep our fiber 
lines intact and save you from 
costly damage.

gopherstateonecall.org/homeowners

Answer

Name - Please Print
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Brain Buster

Last month's winner is Harvey Chermak. 
Call our office to schedule a pick-up time 
for your goody bag, Harvey!

May/June  
Brain Buster 

What pesky little critter will  
Gardonville pay a bounty for? 

Gophers

How many years old does  
Gardonville turn this year?

FCC Battery Backup  
Disclosure backup from Gardonville. The APC 600va 

battery backup sells for $79.95, plus tax, 
and comes with a one-year warranty. 
Customers also have the option to pur-
chase a larger UPS, a 1500va battery 
backup from a retailer of their choice, in 
order to increase their battery backup 
time to 24 hours. If you do not feel com-
fortable installing your own UPS battery 
backup, please contact us to make an 
appointment. We would be more than 
happy to assist you; however, there may 
be a charge for this service.

Expected Backup Power Duration: 
The Cyber Power UPS (wall mount) bat-
tery backup is expected to last at least 
8 hours on standby power. This backup 
battery should give you 6 hours of talk 
time. The 24-hour Cyber Power USP (wall 
mount) battery backup is expected to 
last at least 24 hours on standby power. 
This backup battery should give you 16 
hours of talk time. The APC 600va bat-
tery backup is expected to last at least 
6 hours on standby power. This backup 
battery should give you 4 hours of talk 
time. A 1500va battery backup is expect-
ed to last at least 24 hours on standby 
power. This backup battery should give 
you 12 hours of talk time. 

Instructions for Proper Care and Use 
of Your Battery: Please follow the more 
detailed instructions included with your 
battery for proper use, storage and care 
of your battery to ensure it will function 
as needed during a power outage. If you 
do not store your battery correctly, it 
may shorten its useful life.

Environmental factors such as tempera-
ture can shorten your battery’s useful 
life. We recommend that you store your 
battery above 41°F and below 104°F. 
These batteries are rechargeable but will 
not last forever and should be replaced 
when your device starts to make a loud 
beeping sound. See the instructions 
above for purchase and replacement 
options. You should also periodically, as 
described in the instructions included 
with the APC 600va and 1500va battery 
backup, remove and test your battery to 
verify both the operation of the battery 
backup and its condition.

Please contact Gardonville for any ques-
tions you may have regarding the Back-
up Power Disclosure Rules.

Gardonville Cooperative Telephone As-
sociation and Wisper Next Wireless In-
ternet deliver telephone service via three 
different methods. These methods are 
copper, fiber and wireless modem/an-
tenna.

Backup Power for Telephone Service 
during Power Outages: For many years, 
your telephone service would allow you 
to connect to 911 emergency services 
during a power outage. However, many 
of today’s telephone services require 
backup battery power to function dur-
ing an outage. If your service is delivered 
to your location via fiber or modem/
antenna connection, a backup battery is 
required. If your telephone service is de-
livered via copper, and you use a corded 
phone during a power outage, you do 
not need a backup battery.

What a backup battery can and can’t 
do for you: If you are on a fiber con-
nection, you have an optical network 
terminal (ONT) at your location. If you 
have a Voice-over-IP connection, you 
have a wireless modem/antenna at your 
location. Both types of these connec-
tions require a battery backup to ensure 
telephone service continues to work dur-
ing a power outage. Without a battery 
backup or alternate backup source such 
as a generator, you will not be able to 
make any calls, including 911 emergency 
calls. The only way to maintain the ability 
to use your telephone is by using some 
form of backup power.

The battery backup does not provide 
power to any services other than voice. 
Home security systems, medical moni-
toring devices and other equipment will 
not run on a telephone battery backup. 

Purchase and Replacement Options: 
To ensure you can contact 911 emergen-
cy services during a power outage, you 
must have a backup battery. For fiber 
ONT’s, a Cyber Power Uninterruptible 
Power Supply (UPS), wall mount, 8-hour 
battery backup is provided and main-
tained by Gardonville. A 24-hour battery 
backup is available, upon request, for a 
one-time service fee of $99.95.

For Voice-over-IP locations, customers 
can purchase an UPS APC 600va battery 


