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Recycling ewaste is important because it  
contains toxic and hazardous materials in-
cluding mercury, lead, cadmium, beryllium, 
chromium, and chemical flame retardants, 
which have the potential to leach into our 
soil and water.  

Ewaste also contains many valuable, recov-
erable materials such as aluminum, copper, 
gold, silver, plastics, and ferrous metals. In 
order to conserve natural resources and 
the energy needed to produce new elec-
tronic equipment from virgin resources, 
electronic equipment can be refurbished, 
reused, and recycled instead of being land-
filled.

Help reduce our carbon footprint on the 
planet by bringing your unwanted com-
puter equipment and TVs to our office and 
we’ll properly recycle them for you!

PLEASE NOTE:  
TVs will only be accepted  

at our Brandon office. 
Due to staff limitations, we are not  

able to help unload your items. 

Free Items  
keyboards, mice, phones,  

cell phones, computer speakers

Ewaste & Home Entertainment - $5  
computer towers and monitors, fax machines,  

routers, laptops, printers, tablets,  
DVD players, VCRs

TVs with screens 7”-27”- $25

TVs with screens over 27”- $35

Console/rear projection 
and oversized TVs - $50
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What to Expect When  
You’re Expecting Fiber.

Mainline Construction
Construction has officially begun when the mainline gets 
plowed. During that time you’ll see lots of trucks and heavy 
machinery in your neighborhood. They are busy digging the 
mainline fiber cable into the main boulevard. Underground 
vaults are also strategically placed at that time.

Fiber Drop Construction
Once the mainline is constructed in the right-of-way, indi-
vidual fiber drops are constructed to each home. After the 
entire project area is constructed, we’ll then tidy up your 
lawn and the right-of-way the best we can by smoothing 
the ground and scattering grass seed.

Splicing and Networking
After the mainline fiber and fiber drops to the home are 
constructed, the splicing and networking phase begins. Did 
you know fiber-optics are actually made of glass? In the 
splicing process, a specialized fusion splicer machine is used 
to precisely align the two fiber ends. The glass ends get 
“fused” or “welded” together using electric arc or some type 
of heat. This produces a continuous connection between 
the fibers enabling the fastest internet speeds possible. The 
fiber-optics get spliced from each home, then to the vault, 
then back to our central office or node site so it can be tied 
into Gardonville’s network. Pretty cool, huh?!

Schedule Your Install
And now for the moment you’ve been waiting for. It’s time 
to schedule your install! Our team will call you to set up 
an installation date. Remember your experience is only as 
good as the WiFi coverage in your home. Although you may 
have amazingly fast fiber internet, if the signal isn’t getting 
to all areas of your home, you’ll be left feeling frustrated 
and disappointed. We recommend adding Whole Home 
WiFi to your internet service. When the technician is install-
ing your internet, he’ll do an analysis of your home’s WiFi 
coverage so we know exactly where to place our equipment 
and where to boost signal.

Plan the Work. Work the Plan.

Building a fiber-optic network in your neighborhood takes 
months of planning, ordering equipment, scheduling con-
tractors, coordinating with homeowners, getting easements, 
splicing, networking, and plenty of other hoops to jump 
through before we can schedule your install. We promise 
we’re working as quickly and efficiently as possible to bring 
you the fiber-optic experience you’ve been waiting for.

So let’s dig in to the nitty gritty. We’ve broken the process 
down into six phases.

Sign Up & Choose Your Package
When your neighborhood gets selected for fiber construc-
tion, watch for marketing materials in your mail from Gar-
donville. You may also get a visit from our staff at your door 
to let you know the good news! At that time, we’ll gather 
your contact information and help you decide which pack-
age best fits your internet usage needs.

Pro Tip: Count up all the devices in your home (smart TVs, 
gaming consoles, tablets, laptops, phones, security camer-
as, baby monitors, etc.) All these devices use the internet! 
We want you to have the best internet experience possible; 
that’s why choosing the right speed for your family is a key 
piece of the puzzle.

Schedule Your Construction Site Visit
Before we can start digging, we first need to schedule a site 
visit at your home. A Gardonville technician will meet with 
you to discuss how the fiber-optics will be brought up to 
your home. They will mount a nid on the exterior of your 
house, and you’ll discuss any privately owned underground 
facilities (pet fences, sprinkler systems, well, septic systems, 
electricity, etc). We’ll also call Gopher State to get the other 
underground facilities marked (water, sewer, electricity, gas, 
etc). It’s important that once those flags are placed in your 
yard, they stay put until your fiber drop has been construct-
ed so a line doesn’t accidentally get cut.

Go to gctel.com/myfiber for status  
updates on our 2021-2022 fiber projects! 
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Kris Deising of Alexandria, Kaylee Bitzan 
of Brandon, and London Suchy of Bran-
don were the recipients of the 2021 
Gardonville Achievement Award. These 
high school seniors were chosen by a 
committee of their mentors and were 
not aware they were being considered 
for the award. 

The criteria to be selected is based on 
hard work and a desire to succeed. The 
$500 scholarship will be used to further 
their education. 

The Minnesota Telecom Alliance re-
ceived 158 scholarship applications 
from across the state and two winning 
students are from Gardonville! Kobe 
John Reiland was selected to receive 
a $2,000 Bud Morrow scholarship and 
Anakin James Bosek was selected to re-
ceive a $2,000 scholarship for the 2021-
2022 academic year from the Minne-
sota Telecom Alliance Foundation.

Reiland will be graduating from Bran-
don-Evansville High School and plans 
to attend the University of North Da-
kota. He is the son of Paul and Tracy 
Reiland.

Bosek will be graduating from Brandon-
Evansville High School and plans to at-
tend the University of North Dakota. He 
is the son of James and Julie Bosek.

In awarding the scholarship to Reiland 
and Bosek, Dave Wolf said, “We’re 
happy to have this chance to make an 
investment in these students’ college 
education. Rural communities need 
educated and talented young people 
to be our leaders of the future. It makes 

us all proud at Gardonville Cooperative 
Telephone Association when we have 
not one but two statewide winners se-
lected from our area.”

The Foundation is part of the Minneso-
ta Telecom Alliance, a trade organiza-
tion based in St. Paul representing over 
44 telephone companies and coopera-
tives in the state.

Scholarships Awarded 
to Local Seniors

Gardonville  
Achievement Award

MTA Foundation  
Scholarship

Kaylee Bitzan London Suchy

Kobe Reiland (left) Anakin Bosek (right) 

Kris Deising

Financial  
Assistance 
for Internet 
Service

Office Closed

The Emergency Broadband 
Benefit (EBB) program is an FCC 
program to help households 
struggling to pay for internet 
service during the pandemic. 
This new benefit will help fami-
lies with challenges such as 
working from home, distance 
learning, telehealth services, 
or simply connecting digitally 
with loved ones. The EBB will 
provide a discount of up to $50 
per month towards broadband 
service for eligible households.

To see if you qualify, visit:
getemergencybroadband.org

Our office will be closed on 
Monday, July 5th in observance 
of Independance Day.

Go to gctel.com/myfiber for status  
updates on our 2021-2022 fiber projects! 
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Brain Buster

Last month's winner is Dona Pachan. Stop 
in at either our Alexandria or Brandon of-
fice to get your goody bag, Dona!

May/June Brain Buster 
What U.S. fashion craze started in a  
Roseville, MN gym in 1988? Zubas

What English word has three  
consecutive double letters? 

Non-Sufficient 
Funds Rate 
Change
Non-sufficient funds refers to 
the status of a checking ac-
count that does not have 
enough money to cover trans-
actions. The bank changes a pe-
nality fee to Gardonville for the 
“bounced” check. Effective Au-
gust 1, 2021, the rate for non-
sufficient funds will increase 
from $25 to $35 to cover the 
fees we receive from the bank.

HELP FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED

WELCOME THESE SIX NEW FACES!

Telephone Equipment  
Distribution Program

Our Team is Growing

The Telephone Equipment Distribu-
tion Program provides telephone 
equipment to people who are deaf, 
hard of hearing, deaf-blind, have a 
speech disability or a physical dis-
ability and need adaptive equip-
ment in order to use the phone. 
DHS loans the equipment at no cost  
for as long as you need the equipment. 
The Telephone Equipment Distribution 
Program is funded through the Depart-
ment of Commerce – Telecommunica-
tions Access Minnesota and adminis-
tered by the Minnesota Department of 
Human Services.

To be eligible for the Telephone Equip-
ment Distribution Program you need 
to live in Minnesota and have:

• Hearing loss, speech or physical  
   disability that limits your use of a  
   standard telephone 
• Telephone service in your home or  
 have applied for telephone service 
• Family income equal to or below  
 the guidelines listed on the DHS  
 website

Applications can be found at the MN 
Department of Human Services web-
site https://mn.gov/dhs/. Click on 
“People we serve” and then “People 
with disabilities”. You will be required 
to provide various documents. Or, call 
800-657-3663 voice or 866-635-0082 
(VP) or 888-206-6555 TTY to request a 
paper application. 

Courtney Hinz, Customer 
Care Representative

Brandi Mounts,
Accounting Associate

Damion Larson,  
Help Desk Representative

Trevor Gaule,  
Help Desk Representative

Amanda Nelson,  
Help Desk Representative

Francis Berglund,  
Help Desk Representative

Welcome New  
Members!
EVANSVILLE
Long Lake, Nick ........................948-2105

GARFIELD
Vilmain, Brycen.........................834-2077
Lindwall, Laura ..........................834-3397


